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Happy Fall
Dear Nativity Family
T

he leaves are turning color, the
weather is changing,
and pumpkin spice lattes abound, and Fall is
here! Welcome to wonderful new time in the
life of the church. I want
to start off by saying
thank you for your support of Nativity Church
through your prayers
and giving of self and
finances during these
extraordinary times. As
we enter this October,
we are still in the midst
of this COVID pandemic, geopolitical upheaval
, and refugee crisis and
it has affected us all in

varying degrees, our
church is no different.
Because of your commitment to the ministry of
our congregation, we
continue to be a witness
to the effective and life
changing witness of
God’s love and mercy
through Jesus Christ.

the spirit of faithfulness
and giving of the gifts
that God has uniquely
endowed each
and every one of us
through our time, talent,
and finances. Throughout this time, we lived
out our mission
and saw ordinary
people doing extraordinary things on a constant basis.

During this pandemic
we all had to learn to be
“semper gumby” that is
to say “always flexible”.
Our mantra has, and will
continue to be, that Nativity is more than a
building or campus: it is
us. Nativity’s strength
has and always will be

Because of the giving
of you, our Volunteers
were able to keep our
members and Outreach to the community connected and engaged. To highlight
some of the important
work we accomplished
during this pandem-

ic: we delivered over
8,000 communion
elements and worship
packets on a routine
basis, for our Young
Families and little ones
in Godly Play
and J.A.M. we were
able to keep Christian
Formation going and
empowered these families through our Sunday
School in a Box each
month delivering over
150 of these unique
Sunday School boxes
that were filled with a
weekly lesson following
the Lectionary and a
craft project that made
scripture come alive.
Our Music Ministry
provided us with a midweek spiritual boost

through the Tiny Desk
worship experience every week on Facebook
Live, and our Small
Groups continued in
new and creative ways
through Zoom. Under
our Facility and Grounds
Ministry here on campus, a dedicated group
of Volunteers were able
to refresh our fellowship
hall and our campus,
in the process relocating our outdoor stage to a more
usable location for our
community events
and renewing our Memorial Garden for those
saints interred there and
visiting families. Thanks
to the dedication of our
Volunteers in our Tech-

nology Ministry we are
now able to broadcast
our Sunday morning
worship live on Sunday
mornings. Our Outreach
Team and Volunteers
continued to still be engaged (even with
COVID restrictions) with
our outreach partners
like W.A.R.M
(Welcoming Alliance for
Refugee Ministry)
Worcester Fellowship,
and Community Meals in
new and different ways.
During this season all of
us will be challenged to
take even bolder steps
to invest our whole life
into becoming the
church God is urging
and encouraging us to

become. In the stewardship mailing this week,
you will receive a pledge
card on which you are
asked to make an indication of your financial
and volunteering
pledge for 2022. We are
asking that you complete and return your
pledge by November
7th and plan to join us for
Consecration Sunday
where we will celebrate God’s abundance in our act of giving to God’s work .
I want to invite you to
join me in pledging this
year and pray over how
God can use you here at
Nativity through your
financial gift and giving

of time and talent in the
coming year. It is a time
of great possibility for
our congregation and
the future of
our mission Embracing
the community, Equipping the saints,
and Empowering ordina
ry people to live extraordinary lives for Jesus Christ. Friends, the
world and our communities need us, if we truly
claim to be followers of
Christ the time to act is
now, and your support,
prayer, and giving make
it all possible.
In Christ,

Pastor Chad

Afghan Response
D

id you know that Afghanistan has the second fastest growing Christian church in the world?
More Muslims have come
to Christ in the recent decades than in all previous
centuries, and many Muslims report having repeated dreams and visions of
Jesus that are deeply impacting them. As you have
seen on the news, the U.S.
is receiving a large number
of Afghans in the coming
days and months. The U.S.
government decided to
give the incoming Afghans
the status of refugee and
not humanitarian parolee.
Once again Worcester has
been very generous in
agreeing to take 400-500
individuals. The needs are
great, but first I would like
to ask you to pray:

Afghan arrivals and welcome them with the love of
Christ. That our Muslim
friends would see this and
desire to know more.

· For Believers in Jesus to
open their hearts to the

· For healing of the trauma
that these people have

· For Muslims to continue
to have dreams and visions
of
Jesus and especially the
Taliban leaders, and for
Christian interpretation
· For Afghans who are waiting on very crowded military
basis to be vetted, processed and sent to a location where they will live.
Many Afghans have become discouraged,
depressed and hopeless as
they wait. Pray also for military personnel working to
process so many people
each day.

already endured.
· For those who are still in
Afghanistan especially
Christians who face danger
· For Ascentria (Lutheran
Social Services) and RIAC
(Refugee and Immigration
Assistance Center) which
are the 2 agencies in
Worcester and Springfield
who will be receiving Afghans from the U.S. government. They both need
many more qualified staff
to accomplish this enormous task.
· For safe, clean housing
for each family, individual
and unaccompanied minor
that will arrive.
· For WARM’s ongoing role
in helping to provide and
resettle Afghans
· For a spirit of cooperation
and support between the

mayors’ offices, planners
and all organizations involved in the resettlement
process in Worcester and
Springfield.
There are many ways you
can help. To find out more
I would encourage you to
contact Ascentria https://
www.ascentria.org/ourservices/services-for-newamericans/help-welcomeafghans or Worcester Alliance for Refugee MinistryWARM
www.warmwelcoming.org
and click on Afghan
Response at the top.
Please be patient, there
has been a deluge of
responses and it might
take time to hear back.
Thank you,
Betsy Hummel

Afghan refugee girls watch a soccer match near where they are staying in the Village at the U.S. Army base in Fort McCoy,
Wisconsin, on Sept. 30, 2021. Photo: Barbara Davidson/REUTERS

Wyoming Episcopalians look to welcome Afghans in state with no prior history of refugee resettlement
By David Paulsen Posted, October 13, 2021

As churches across the
United States consider ways to welcome Afghan families who fled
the Taliban in their
home country, Episcopalians in Wyoming are
making headlines for
countering the state’s
reputation as the only
one in the nation never
to have a formal refugee
resettlement program.
The vestry at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in
Casper voted unanimously on Sept. 20 to
begin researching the
process for sponsoring
an Afghan family. The
church formed a committee to work with Episcopal Migration Ministries on a plan to provide for such needs as
housing and job placements, as well as to offer

fellowship and other
support to these potential new neighbors.
“Most Afghan families
want to go where there’s
an Afghan community.
There’s no community
here,” said the Rev. Jim
Shumard, rector at St.
Mark’s, but he told Episcopal News Service that
he and his congregation
hope to change that.
“We pray other local
churches will sponsor
other families so that we
can build community
together.”
Last week, St. Mark’s efforts were profiled in a
Washington Post article that highlighted residents’ past reluctance to
welcome refugees to
this strongly conservative and mostly white
state. In 2020, 70% of

Wyoming voted in favor
of President Donald
Trump, who made opposition to legal and illegal immigration a cornerstone of his campaigns and who, as president, reduced the number of refugees allowed into the United
States to a historic low of
15,000.
On Friday, Oct. 8, President Joe Biden raised
the refugee ceiling to
125,000 for the 2022
fiscal year.
All of these refugees will
need to find places to
live, and as they settle in
new communities, many
will receive help from
one of the nine agencies
that are part of the federal refugee resettlement program, including Episcopal Migration

Ministries, or EMM.
“EMM continues to work
through our network of
11 affiliates to provide
services to arriving Afghans,” Kendall Martin,
EMM’s senior communications manager, told
ENS by email. “The
greatest need continues
to be housing.” Donations can be made
online to
EMM’s Neighbors Welcome: Afghan Allies
Fund, and congregations and individuals interested in offering
housing or volunteering
can complete EMM’s
online form.
“We are aware that there
are Episcopal congregations and leaders in Wyoming who care about
this issue and wish for
Wyoming to be a wel-

coming state,” Martin
added.
Wyoming Bishop PaulGordon Chandler would
also like to see his state
open its door to refugees.
“As the Episcopal
Church in Wyoming, we
desire to be a faith community that welcomes
the stranger and embraces the ‘other,’ following the example of
Abraham, who is not just
our ancestor, but the
ancestor of all Afghan
refugees,” Chandler said
in an email message to
ENS. “As Wyoming
doesn’t have a federally
funded resettlement
program, it will require
extra creativity and commitment to make this
happen. We are currently exploring together all
that this will entail and
look forward to what
God may have in store
as we journey down this
road toward sacred hospitality.”
After the 20-year U.S.
war in Afghanistan ended in August with the
final withdrawal of
American troops, an APNORC poll showed most
Americans support welcoming Afghans who
worked for the U.S. government and are open
to welcoming others
fleeing persecution from
this country at the crossroads of Central and
South Asia. About
50,000 Afghans were
allowed into the U.S. under what is known as humanitarian parole. Some
may be able to apply for
special immigrant visas,
while others will apply
for asylum.

Wyoming State Rep.
Landon Brown, a Republican, told NPR this
week that he supports
welcoming Afghans but
expects some resistance. “It’s a very difficult conversation to
have here in Wyoming,
strictly because of our
small population and
the fear of what that influx of immigrants may
look like to our small
population,” Brown said.
Wyoming, with 580,000
residents, is the least
populous state in the
country. It is nearly 84%
white, not including Hispanic residents, compared to 60% of the
United States population, according to the
U.S. census. Of all U.S.
residents, 14% were
born in another country;
in Wyoming that number is 3.4%.
While several neighboring Western states have
offered to receive Afghan families, a spokesman for Wyoming Gov.
Mark Gordon said in August that he “has no interest” in doing the
same. Gordon’s office
told the Washington
Post more recently that
the governor was open
to developing a process
for faith groups to host
evacuees.
Shumard said he has not
received any negative
response from parishioners or the local community to his congregation’s interest in sponsoring an Afghan family.
The only “hate mail” he
said he received was an
email from an antiMuslim critic from out of
state who reacted to the

Post article.
Shumard’s first experience with welcoming
refugees dates back
more than two decades
to when he was serving
at Grace Episcopal
Church in Gainesville,
Georgia. That congregation helped settle and
support families from
Bosnia. Shumard is confident that families from
Afghanistan will feel just
as welcomed by Wyoming residents. “I think
there are enough voices
that want it to happen,
that it’s a great opportunity,” he said.
For Christians, that spirit
of welcome is biblical,
he said, citing Jesus’
command in Matthew
25 to feed the hungry,
clothe the naked and
welcome the stranger.
“It’s not only what Jesus
would do,” he added.
“It’s also a way to honor
the work that our sol-

diers did. … They said
they couldn’t do their
job without these
[Afghan] interpreters
and allies. So few of us
fought in Afghanistan or
worked in Afghanistan. I
feel this is a way for us to
do our part.”
The committee at St.
Mark’s is working with
members of a missionary community
called The Table to recruit enough volunteers
to establish a viable welcoming team. Some already have started looking into options for
housing and jobs, if and
when they are able to
introduce an Afghan
family to Casper, a city
of about 58,000.
As the congregation
takes the process one
step at a time, “I’m just
sort of trusting the Spirit
is working in this,” Shumard said.

Every Hidden Thing
By Ted Flanagan

Big city politics, nasty secrets, a dirty cop, and a
deranged sociopath set the stage for a riveting
journey deep into the urban jungle.
The last scion of a once-powerful political family, Worcester
mayor John O'Toole has his sights set on vastly higher aspirations. When night shift paramedic Thomas Archer uncovers a
secret that could upend the mayor's career, O'Toole is set on
silencing him, and sends Eamon Conroy, a brutal former cop,
to ensure the truth remains under wraps.
But O'Toole doesn't stop there. With bribes, buried secrets,
and personal attacks, he wreaks havoc on Archer's life in an
attempt to save himself. Archer's troubles continue to mount
when domestic terrorist and militia member Gerald Knak,
who blames Archer for his wife's recent death, sets in motion
a deadly plan for revenge.
With two forces of evil aligned against him, Archer doesn't
stand a chance. But things aren't always what they seem—and
he may just have a few tricks up his sleeve in a last gambit to
get out alive.

Fall Pictures

Bishop’s Visit / 26 Mile Ruck

Please give a warm welcome to Cherie
Hello, my name Cherie, I live in Worcester with my two
Yorkies. I like to bike near Lake Quinsigamond, I am a
novice quilter and an experienced seamstress. I am
very happy to be here, serving this parish and am
looking forward to meeting everyone.

Pittsfield: Bishop to welcome St. Stephen’s rector
Jeannie Maschino, Oct 7, 2021

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Douglas Fisher, bishop of
the Episcopal Diocese
of Western Massachusetts, will preach at the
10 a.m. service on
Sunday, Oct. 10, at St.
Stephen’s Episcopal
Church. The service
includes a formal celebration of the new
ministry of the Rev. Dr.
Nina Ranadive Pooley
as rector of the parish.

Pooley and her family

came to the Berkshires
from Yarmouth,
Maine, where she was
rector of St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal
Church from 2007
through 2020. She
was previously associate chaplain at St.
Paul’s School in Lutherville, Md., for a
year after serving as
associate rector of the
Church of the Good
Shepard in Lookout
Mountain, Tenn.

She holds bachelor’s
degrees in religion
and psychology from
the College of William
and Mary, a master’s
of education degree
from the University of
Virginia, and a doctor
of divinity degree
from the School of
Theology at the University of the South.
St. Stephen’s holds
services at 10 a.m.
Sundays at 67 East St.

Services are open to
everyone. A livestream
can be accessed via
the church’s website at
ststephenspittsfield.org.
Through its feeding
program, St. Stephen’s Table, the parish serves hot, nutritious dinners to people in the Pittsfield
community every
Thursday and Friday.

Margaret Bullitt-Jonas on living into the climate crisis with resilience
By Heather Beasley Posted Oct 7, 2021

The Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas is looking
ahead to COP26,
the 2021 United Nations Climate Change
Conference, which begins Oct. 31 in Glasgow, Scotland. “This is

a moment when we
have a chance to make
our voices heard, to
make it clear that
Americans care deeply
about the climate crisis
and want solutions,”
she recently told Epis-

copal News Service.
“We have this very rare
window of opportunity
to push for real climate
solutions that are just.
There’s plenty to
preach about, and I’m
hoping that folks will

feel encouraged.”
Bullitt-Jonas noted that
many Americans are
paying attention to climate change in a new
way right now, amid a
pandemic and after a

summer
of unprecedented
weather, from a heatwave in the Pacific
Northwest and Hurricane Henri’s recordbreaking rainfall to
deadly flooding in Europe, plus a startling
United Nations Climate report. But she
first took note, viscerally, in the late 1980s,
when she was fresh out
of seminary and first
learned about the
greenhouse effect.
That, along with the
Exxon Valdez oil spill in
1989, broadened her
life’s work to include
climate activism.
After 25 years of parish
ministry in Massachusetts, Bullitt-Jonas became the Diocese of
Western Massachusetts’ missioner
for creation care in
2014. She serves in
the same role for the
Southern New England
Conference of the United Church of Christ
and, since January, has
been the Diocese of
Massachusetts’ creation
care advisor. Throughout her career in ministry, she has advocated
for climate change mitigation within The Episcopal Church and beyond. In 2016, she received the Steward of
God’s Creation Award
from the National Religious Coalition on Creation Care. She taught
at Episcopal Divinity
School when it was
based in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and she
regularly leads retreats

and preaches on climate change.
Bullitt-Jonas, who turns
70 this month, is a cradle Episcopalian who
left the church when
she went to college
and returned while
confronting the eating
disorder she’d lived
with since adolescence.
That return led her to
seminary. She has contributed to a variety of
publications and anthologies, and has written three books, including “Holy Hunger: A
Woman’s Journey from
Food Addiction to Spiritual Fulfillment,” a
memoir of recovery
from food addiction,
published in 1998.
Most recently, she coedited and contributed
to “Rooted and Rising:
Voices of Courage in a
Time of Climate Crisis,”
published in 2019.
Bullitt-Jonas recently
spoke with Episcopal
News Service about her
life, her work and the
moral imperative of
fighting climate
change. The rest of
ENS’ interview with Bullitt-Jonas has been condensed and edited into
the Q&A below.
ENS: In your book
“Holy Hunger,” you
write about reconnecting with God via a 12step program to address your eating disorder. You’ve used the
word “surrender” to describe it. What was that
like?
Bullitt-Jonas: My eating
disorder began in ado-

lescence and continued through my 20s. I
was eating out of control, and I felt hopeless
and full of despair. I
reached the point
where it felt like a lifeor-death choice: Did I
want to be fully alive, or
did I want to be on this
deathly path where I
never felt fully free? So I
made the choice for
life. That brought me
into the 12-step program. It’s a surrender of
the ego. To me, it’s responding to Jesus’ invitation to surrender to
this power of love,
which alone can transform us and guide us. I
went back to church,
and for a long time, I
sat in the farthest pew
in the back, and I just
watched and listened,
and during the week,
I’d go to the basement
of some other church
and go to 12-step
meetings and do the
hard work of clearing
up my life and getting
honest with myself and
other people.
ENS: You’ve used your
relationship with your
body as a metaphor for
humanity’s relationship
with the Earth, describing our bodies as “the
first bit of nature entrusted to our care.”
Can you elaborate on
that?
Bullitt-Jonas: In the version of Christianity that
I understood as a child,
God didn’t have a body
and didn’t really care
about bodies. I thought
that God only cared

about human beings,
and particularly cared
about male human beings, particularly cared
about white human beings, actually. But the
natural world is not just
a backdrop: We humans are part of the
natural world, not separate from it. We have a
distinct role to play,
which is of blessing and
tending and protecting. The dominant culture tells us that humans have a right to
assault and exploit and
use up the “resources”
of the natural world, as
if the rest of the natural
world has no rights or
integrity. I’m trying to
help live into a very different worldview.
ENS: You’ve been a
parish priest whose climate justice activism
was more on the side
before you sought your
current role. Can you
talk about balancing
parish ministry and climate activism?
Bullitt-Jonas: I feel
blessed because I can
give this ministry my
full-time attention; parish priests are juggling
multiple responsibilities and have multiple
claims on their time.
Our vocation is always
the same. It’s to follow
Jesus. But the only way
that we can do that authentically in the midst
of climate emergency is
to weave care of creation into every aspect
of our life as a congregation — preaching,
prayers, outreach, chil-

dren’s education, adult
education — so that it
equips us to face this
emergency. Once people know how close we
are to sliding into climate catastrophe, they
tend to shut down.
Faith communities can
push back against helplessness. My heart goes
out to parish clergy. I
know how hard the
work is, and I want to
offer every support I
can to help us re-form
the church so we are
meeting the crisis directly, wisely and effectively.
ENS: On the “Spirit
Matters” podcast, you
said you are interested
in spiritual practices
that keep us grounded
amid a climate emergency. What are examples of this?
Bullitt-Jonas: I have an
ongoing appreciation
for sitting in silence and
listening for the inner
voice of love, so contemplative prayer continues to be important
to me. What’s newer is
spending time outdoors in a prayerful
way as a practice of
healing and restoration. One of my big
learnings has been that
it’s not just “I’m here to
save the Earth,” but that
the Earth also saves
me, so practices that
invite a sense of reciprocal dynamic relationship between us and
the Earth. And there’s
so much to grieve; the
loss of the natural
world around us and

the loss of the future
that we wanted for our
children. So we grieve
— this is what makes it a
spiritual practice — in
the presence of a loving God. And then
even if our heart is still
sad, we move into action.
ENS: What led you to
co-edit and contribute
an essay to the book
“Rooted and Rising”?
Bullitt-Jonas: Leah
Schade, who’s a Lutheran minister, she’s also
an active climate justice
advocate, and she had
a competition for sermons on climate
change. I sent her a sermon, and I won. Then
she reached out to me
and said, “Hey, what if
the two of us co-edited
a book and collected
essays about spiritual
resilience?” There have
been so many books,
probably hundreds, on
“why my faith tells me
to care about the
Earth.” But we wanted a
book that would
help us. So we asked
contributors questions
like, “Given what you
know about climate crisis, how do you not fall
into despair? What
gives you courage?
And how do you define
hope?” Leah and I felt
that we wanted such a
book, so we decided to
create one.
ENS: You wrote in
the Anglican Theological Review that preaching about the climate
crisis scares many clergy members. Can you

talk about that?
Bullitt-Jonas: It’s scary,
in any case, walking up
to the pulpit to preach.
But when you’re going
up to preach on a topic
as controversial as climate change, it can be
plenty scary, and it’s
very tempting to kick
the can down the road.
I want to say to clergy
that it’s good to know
the basics, but you
don’t have to be an expert on science. Clergy
need to know which
theological touchstones provide our
moral framework for
understanding the crisis. Is it “God so loved
the world, so we need
to love the world the
way God loved the
world”? If you define
success as maintaining
the web of life as it has
evolved — well, we’ve
already lost that battle.
So it’s not about success. It’s about faithfulness, it’s a question of
identity: Who are we? If
our parishioners come
to understand that the
climate crisis is a justice
issue, that’s where people become motivated
to make changes. They
[say], “It’s not fair that
low-income people
and people of color are
hurt first and hardest by
climate change. It’s not
fair that children are
being robbed of a stable future.”
ENS: Even people who
aren’t activists have become aware of many
societal problems during the pandemic, in-

cluding climate
change. Are people
looking for religious
leadership on this in a
way that maybe they
have not been?
Bullitt-Jonas: I do think
people are hungry for
religious leadership.
When my job was first
announced early in
2014, it got a surprising
amount of media attention. I felt as if the public was really interested
in knowing that the
church actually cares
and has a voice. And a
changing climate affects everything we
care about. So if I were
leading a faith community, I might want to notice, What does this
community already
care about? Do they
already care about refugees and the poor?
Do they already care
about hunger or the
local food pantry? And
then Google that. Look
up “children’s health
and climate” or
“refugees and climate.”
So if we look for comprehensive climate
change solutions, we
will also be tending the
concerns already on
our hearts.

ABOUT THIS EVENT
Convention this year will be conducted primarily online on Saturday, November 6, with a required
pre-Convention meeting on Thursday, November 4. There is no charge, but registration is required
so that we may accurately track delegate status, issue voting credentials, and communicate with
delegates at their preferred email address.
Please carefully note the following:

Saturday, Convention Morning Prayer at 8:30 AM for all the faithful of our diocese will be broadcast on
the diocesan YouTube Channel. Our Guest Preacher is The Right Reverend Alan M. Gates, Bishop
Diocesan, Diocese of Massachusetts:

•

Thursday’s Pre-Convention Meeting @ 6 PM EST (required for delegates) and Saturday’s
Convention will both take place on Zoom, and require registration.

•

On Saturday, there will be limited seating available at Christ Church Cathedral if you wish to attend
Convention in person. Those present must be vaccinated and agree to wear a mask at all times.
Click the appropriate box when registering to indicate your interest in attending in person.

•

Please give us your preferred email address. Important Convention Zoom links will be sent
to you at this address.

Ashfield Churches Plan Public Witness For Climate Justice
Staff Report, Published: 10/3/2021

ASHFIELD —
In anticipation of the
UN Conference on Climate Change (COP26)
that begins on Oct. 31
in Glasgow, Scotland,
Faiths 4 Climate
Justice has invited
houses of faith all over
the world to take
some action over the
weekend of Oct. 17.
In response to this
call for global action,
Ashfield’s two churches, First Congregational and St. John’s
Episcopal, will offer a
brief joint service for
climate justice on
Ashfield’s Town Common on Sunday, Oct.

17. Congregants from
each church will meet
on the Town Common
at 11 a.m. where the
Rev. Vicki Ix, Vicar of
St. John’s, and the
Rev. David Jones,
minister at the First
Church, will lead a
15-to-20-minute
service of prayer,
poetry and song.
“This public witness of
faithful people is already registered on a
global map so that the
leaders at COP26 will
have a measure of our
commitment to God’s
creation,” said Rev. Ix.
“Faith gives us hope

that must be shared as
we face this global
challenge.”
Rev. Jones continued,
“Our two churches
are actively working to
reduce our carbon
footprints, to encourage our communities
to advocate for policies that will protect all
species, and to
increase our commitment to socially
responsible investing.
St. John’s has a Green
Team, and our church
supports Citizen
Climate Lobby, an advocacy group that
supports a carbon tax.
Two weeks before

global climate negotiations, we want to join
with people of diverse
religions and rise to
send a message: destroying the planet is
against our religion.”
All are welcome. Bring
banners and signs of
support for climate
justice. Information is
available at each
church’s website: First
Church –
www.ashfielducc.org;
St. John’s – www.
stjohnsashfield.org

Make the most of your Pledge
Time, Talent, and Treasure. God asks us to give generously of all three. But did you know our choices sometimes
cost the church money? In fact, Nativity currently pays $1000 a year in bank fees just to support our pledges!
Fortunately, there are easy ways to minimize the cost. This October, when you fill out your pledge card, please
consider maximizing your pledge dollars by choosing a payment method without fees.
Nativity offers four ways to pledge:
1. Greatest benefit – Automatic bill pay simplifies your financial life and costs nothing. Choose the amount, frequency, and start date. Then set it and forget it. Nativity gets 100% of your donation. Automated payments ensure
a steady flow of income to Nativity each month.
2. Old school – Leary of automated payments? Write a check! Nativity gets 100% of your donation. The downside
is it’s easy to fall behind on your pledge when you forget to write a check or when you miss church.
3. Super easy – EFT is an electronic fund transfer from your bank account directly to Nativity. As above, you set it
and forget it. The church pays a nominal fee (<1%) each month and can count on regularly scheduled income.
The amount and frequency are set by you.
4. Spur-of-the-moment convenience – PayPal. It’s quick and easy and we’re grateful for however you choose to
donate. Just visit Nativity's website, click “Give > Online," and choose to pay via PayPal or credit card. Note, however, the convenience comes with a hefty price tag. PayPal keeps 3 to 4% of every dollar you give online!
For questions about any of these payment methods contact Cathy Terwedow:
cterwedo@gmail.com or cterwedo@churchofthenativity.org

Pros

Cons

Automatic Bill Pay

Online Setup
100% to Nativity
Steady source of income to Nativity

None!

EFT

One-time setup
99% to Nativity Steady
source of income to Nativity

Church pays a small fee

Check

100% to Nativity
Good if you are concerned about
online/ electronic payments

Easy to forget or miss a week
Easy to fall behind on your pledge

PayPal/ Credit Card

Easy

PayPal Keeps 3-4% of every donation

(<1% of every donation)

Thank you all for your support, we are grateful for whatever you can give!

Finance Section
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